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The subject visit was conducted to Sugar Crops Research Institute (SCRI), Mardan on 27-10-2021. The 

following officials participated in this visit. 

Participants of SCRI Participants of NIFA 

1. Dr. Barkat Ali Khan, Director 

2. Dr. Muhammad Tahir, PRO 

3. Mr. Tariq Jan, PRO 

4. Dr. Sajjad Anwar, SRO 

5. Dr. Shahid Ali, SRO 

6. Mr. Nurul Haq, SRO 

7. Mr. Nawaz Khan, Field Worker 

8. Mr. Khaista Gul, Lab Attendant 

9. Mr. Zaighumullah, Lab Attendant 

 

1. Dr. Muhammad Amin, PS 

2. Mr. Muhammad Zahid, PS 

3. Dr. Muhammad Hamayoon Khan, SS 

4. Muhammad Nisar, PSA 

 

 

The director SCRI along with his senior research officers welcomed the NIFA Scientists. He 

explained the mandate objectives of SCRI which includes research and development activities on 

sugarcane and sugar beet, more specifically, the development of high yielding, disease 

resistance, high quality varieties of sugarcane and sugar beet.  

The role of ORIC and products development of NIFA were shared with SCRI scientists. The 

Director SCRI has highly appreciated the services of PACE in general and particularly of NIFA for 

provision of valuable services and products to poor farmers of KP province.  

The NIFA team visited the different sections of the institute and were briefed by the concerned 

scientists about the activities being carried out at their labs (Bio Control Lab, Sugar Testing Lab, 

Food Technology Lab).  A brief detail is given as follows: 

Entomology Lab (Bio-control Lab) 

The entomology section of SCRI, Mardan deals with research activities related to control of insect 

pests such as sugarcane borers, pyrilla, bugs, thrips, mites, grass hoppers, and army worm which 

are dangerous pests during the growing season. The Entomology laboratory at the institute is 

actively engaged in the environmental friendly management of these pests with particular 

reference to biological control technology. The laboratory has the facility to rear egg parasitoid, 

Trichogramma and predator, Chrysoperla. Cards bearing the eggs of these insects are produced 

and then provided to farmers for use in their sugarcane fields. After hatching of the eggs of these 

useful insects larvae and adults feed on eggs of harmful borers. The lab has the capacity to 

produce 1000 cards/day whereas an amount of Rs. 500/- is charged from farmers for treating 

each one acre of sugarcane field. 

  



Sugarcane Analytical Lab 

The sugar crops analytical laboratory is mainly involved in sugar content analysis of sugarcane 

and sugar beet. This laboratory provides information about the total soluble solids i.e. Degree 

brix, POL reading, fibre content and recovery/CCS of a particular variety. The lab has now been 

provided with a FTNIR from PSDP project which can now easily do the analytical job saving time 

and energy. The sugar crops analytical laboratory is the only place in Government of Khyber 

Paktunkhwa that meets the needs of sugar cane and sugar beet growers in terms of sugar content 

analysis. 

Food Technology Lab 

The lab is working in collaboration with other sections of the institute for performing various 

activities with regard to food technology. The concerned scientist is plaining to start work with 

regard to testing gurr quality, in terms of moisture content, shelf life adulteration etc. 

During visit of each lab, NIFA team also shared the NIFA’s developed 

products/technology/services with the scientists of SCRI, Mardan and made extensive 

discussions for exploring potential pathways to familiarize these technologies /products among 

private companies, progressive farmers, extension workers for its possible commercialization and 

profitability. 

The Outreach Cell of SCRI has very active social media services including official Facebook webpage for 

the promotion of day to day activities of the institute.   This cell arranged short interviews of NIFA scientists 

regarding the developed technologies and services for their social mediums. This will help to familiarize 

NIFA’s developed products/technologies and services among KP food and agriculture higher authorities 

and department / institutions, farming community and progressive farmers.    

At the end, on the behalf of Director NIFA, The ORIC team thanked the Director SCRI for accepting the 

request of this exposure visit. The also thanked their senior research officers and their staff members for 

their kind cooperation and hospitality. The team given invitation to Director SCRI to arrange visit of their 

researchers to NIFA for their exposure.    

        

 

Dr. Muhammad Amin 

                Manager ORIC 

 


